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Agritourism /& % ¥R 3 hit 3% #4 3 - George Vigouroux baught
the Chéteau de Mercués in the early 1980s, and began to
develop luxury wine tourism.
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HEEX RN T RIF5 R - The Chateau de Mercués is run by George Vigouroux and his family, whose wine business has

gained quite a reputation in the South of France.
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The Chéateau de Mercués, situated in
southwest France near Bordeaux, won the
Decanter World Wine Awards gold medal
for its 2014 Vassal de Mercués Cahors red
wine. The Vassal, a blend of 88% malbec
and 12% merlot, is a very aromatic wine
with a deep robe and mature tannins
completed by elegant spices.

The Chiéteau de Mercués is run by
George Vigouroux and his family, whose
wine business has gained quite a reputation
in the South of France, with their malbec
red wine a particularly well-regarded
symbol. Over the past hundred years,

the Vigouroux have been making wines,
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BREERMARE - RhEREE Mercues FEE/F Julien Poisot B4t - HAARZEENRY - REREMESNEFET
% ° The restaurant Mercués is led by the young chef Julien Poisot, who expertly uses local ingredients to make dishes.

building their position and expertise.
In 1963, George took over the family
business. In 1971, he began growing
grapes on the hills of Cahors, bringing the
business to the next level.

The vineyard in Cahors is one of the
oldest in Europe, with at least 2,000 years
of history. In 1987, George established his
company in the Lot area and exerted great
effort to promote wine produced in the
southwest. Having won plenty of awards, the
house of Vigouroux is known as the pioneer
of Cahors. It not only opened up many
opportunities, but also gained a position in

the global market with its own malbec.

The Pioneer of French Winery
Tourism

George is a visionary. After buying the

Chiteau de Mercués (a member of the
Relais & Chiteau Group since the 1950s)
in the early 1980s, he began to develop
luxury wine tourism. He renovated the
13th-century castle and followed the trend
of agritousim, which at that time was
raging throughout in Europe. Mercués
(Mercury) is the Roman god of travel,
equivalent to the Greek god Hermés. In
2010, Bertrand-Gabriel Vigouroux, son
of George Vigouroux, made renovations
to add extra coziness and elegance to
provide guests an unforgettable traveling
experience.

Influenced by many historical periods,
people and art styles, including the
Renaissance, Louis XV, Louis XVI,
Napoleon, and Art Deco, the Vigouroux

family worked with the architect Axel

Letellier to preserve the location’s cultural
heritage. Offering 24 guest rooms and
six suites, each with its own name and
style, the castle merges tradition and
convenience, It features luxury touches
such as famous French Treca bed, cushion
and linen products as well as high-tech
devices such as a “Mirror TV” embedded
on the wall.

There are two restaurants in the Chéateau
de Mercués: Mercués and Treize Heures. The
former is led by the voung chef Julien Poisot,
who expertly uses local ingredients to make
dishes like pikeperch with herbs and malbec
wine and braised young pigeon with foie gras.
Treize Heures offers lunch and afternoon tea
dishes like tomato tartare, smoked salmon,
basil sorbet, and chocolate tart in a relaxing

open-air dining area.
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